ADVENT ADVENTURES

Example Planning Advent Adventures
General Objectives (in line with the Cornwall Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education):
· To teach primary school children why Christmas and Advent are important festivals for Christians.
· To invite children inside a local church building if practical
· To run an event which aims to link church with local schools.  
· To offer good opportunities for focussed oracy including listening, questioning and giving opinions.                                                                                                

Each class will start altogether on the carpet to watch and listen to the story, with time for oracy.  They will then separate into 4 groups to do the 4 activities with different adults. At the end we will get back together again for reflection time.
Timings: morning session starts at 10.15 and finishes at 11.45.
              afternoon session starts at 1:15pm and finishes at 2:45pm.
· Whole class carpet session - videos and oracy for a maximum of 15 minutes.
· Groups x4 - each one 15 mins.
· Get together on carpet for reflection 15 minutes before the end.

	Objectives
	Activities
	Questions to ask
	Resources/people

	To think about Advent – what does it mean? What do Christians do in Advent?
	Welcome. Gather together. Children sit on carpet. Welcome to our Church. What is advent about? Time to get ready – get ready for what?
Getting ready for Christmas. Discuss that Christmas means a lot of different things to different people all over the world, but for Christians it is a really special time. It celebrates the birthday of Jesus.
	What do you do during Advent – calendars? Anything else? Candle?
Why is Christmas a really special time for Christians?
	Advent calendar and candle, crib figures.


	Find out about the colours the vicar/priest might wear for Advent and Christmas.
	Talk about getting a bedroom ready for a new baby. What would families do to prepare?

	What sort of room would be suitable for a new baby? Imagine if the baby was “God come to earth”? Who might come and visit Him?
	Purple cloth and robe for Advent.
Vicars could bring their chasubles/stoles and show them to the children.

	To hear and watch the Christmas story.
Pause after each section for oracy.

	BBC Teach -
The Christian Story of the First Christmas.
	Where was Jesus born?
Why did Joseph and Mary have to go to Bethlehem?
Who told the shepherds about Jesus?
How did the wise men know about Jesus? What gifts did they bring?
	YouTube video:
The Christian Story of the First Christmas BBC Teach

The Christian Story of the First Christmas | Religions of the World



Explain we are going to work in 4 groups but we will all do everything. 4 different activities in different areas. Then we will get 
back together at the end.

Try to stick to 15 minutes for each activity.

	1.To act out a scene from the story.
	Explain we are going to act the bit about the wise men. Adult retells the story (see script) and children act it out. Turn this into a mini pilgrimage round the church – look for the 3 stars and find 3 gifts.
If in a church, walk to front to look at window. End up near back of church and make the stable scene.
	Do you sometimes wonder which way to go? We all have to make choices in life.
What were the wise men following?
Why did they bow down to the baby?  What would you give to baby Jesus?
	Props: Gold, frankincense and myrrh, hats/crowns x3, robes x3, 3 stars, manger and doll, Joseph and Mary, angel halo.
Script for the story.


	2. To create an Advent wreath and learn about the Christian tradition of Advent.
	Show children what they are making. Explain 5 candles (in church we light one for each week in Advent and one for Jesus on Christmas day). Explain how to do it.
1. Stick holly onto paper plate
2. Cut out candles and colour them in. Write 5 words onto candles
3. Colour flames
4. Assemble the wreath.
	Can you remember what the white candle is for? Why do we light candles in Advent? What are we getting ready for?
	Resources: green and red paper, holly leaves already cut out, template for candles, paper plates for wreath, words written out for children to copy (love, joy, peace, hope, Jesus), glue sticks, scissors, felt pens.
Advent Wreath to show the children + an example.
Adaptations as required.

	3. To listen to the story again using Godly Play techniques.

	Sit in a circle on rug. Explain we are going to listen again and do some wondering about the story. Imagine you were there.
	I wonder what Mary thought? I wonder which bit of the story you liked the best. I wonder what it was like to be there? I wonder what it would have smelt like in the stable. I wonder what it would have sounded like … I wonder if you could hear the angels singing … I wonder what the wise men said to each other as they walked home …
	Bag of sand, wooden nativity set.

Adaptations as required.









	4. To write a Christmas prayer.
	Christmas is all about thinking of others. We give presents. But do you know anyone who needs special prayers? Messages of love and hope. We are going to write prayers on decorations to take home. Write your prayer first, then decorate it.

	What would you like to say to God? Thank you for something, or pray for someone?
	Bauble shapes cut out in different coloured card. Felt pens, shiny stickers to decorate, sequins/jewels to stick on, glue.
Adaptations as required.



Reflection 
Come back together on the carpet. Look at some of the decorations and prayers for other people. Light the candle. Quiet for a few seconds. Think about Advent - what are we getting ready for? Can you remember the reason for Christmas? Pause to think about Jesus, the son of God, being born in a stable. I wonder…. Try to remember Jesus when you are opening your Advent calendar. Pray with the class to end.
Prayer 
Loving God, as we await Christmas day by celebrating Advent, help us to become patient in waiting. May we be like Jesus as a child and grow in wisdom and grace. Amen
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