Creation Care Champions

Unit L2.1 What do Christians learn from the creation story? [Creation]

The principal aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge,
understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and woarldviews, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.
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Make connections:

These outcomes and activities are abridged from Understanding Christianity, published by RE Today © 2016. Used by permission.

Ask questions and suggest answers about what
might be important in the Creation story for
Christians and for non-Christians lving today.

As a way in, get pupils cutside to experience some of the sights and sounds of natune, focusing on what they find wondarful about the world,
identifying ‘wow factors’ in nature. Take photos for a display and add to it through the unit.

Read the Jewish/Christian creation story, Genests 1:1-2:3 {using e.g. the International Children's Bible on www.biblegateway.com or Bob
Hartman's Lion Stonpteder Bibla). Ask puplls to say, write or draw what the story suggests ls wonderful about the world.

Point out that Christians and Jews believe that God created the world. From the story, collect some ideas about what kind of God it is who creates
the world. Count how marny times the story says the world was ‘good’ or ‘very good”. Talk about why humans are good in the story. Add to the
ideas about what God is ke, according to this narrative.

Think about some ‘wow’ things people have created, including pupis. Talk about how they have looked after these things and make the
connaction with Christian beliefs about Ged wanting humans to look after the world too. Look at Genesis 1:28-30. Gat puplls to make up some
more detailed instructions from God to humans to keep the world ‘very good”.

Find some examples of how Christians try to look after the world - to be ‘stewards' or ‘caretakers”. E.g. Mucknall Abbey, Worcestershire; A Rocha
and thedr ‘Eco Church® and ‘Living Ightly’ campaigns; Christian Climate Action hittps:/)
values/.
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Find out what they think about God and find some evidence that they do these things bacausa they believe in God as Creator.

Find and ksten to some songs and hymng that calebeate the Christian idea of God as creator (2.g. Fischy Music's "Wondesful Word® and ‘Creator
God'). Collact examples of things that Christians thank God for. Compare these with the ‘wow' Ideas in nature and from humans.

In groups, discuss what pupils think Christians could leamn about God, humans, animals, nature, creation, and caring for the world from the
creation story. Ask them to decide which are the maost important twa for Christians and why = allow a range of views. Gather any questions pupils
have about the ideas studied. Talk about whether babeving In God might make a difference to how people treat the Earth or not.

Remind pupils that many people are not Christians and don't believe the world was creatad by God. Ask pupils to think of other reasons why
nature/humans ane important and why we should look after the world/each other. See if pupils decide upon one thing everyone in the class can try
to do over the next week to make the world ‘very good” (whether or not they beliave in a God).
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spokesperson for God). Explore how this story teaches Christians that Adam and Eve went thelr own way, against God, and that this messed up
everything. Introduce the tarm ‘the Fall', which describes the way Adam and Eve “fell” from thelr close relationship with God. Mest Christians see
this as a picture of how all people behave: everyona 'sins', they say; and that this is why people are separated from God and do bad things.

Find out a bit more about how Christians say sorry to God (see Units 1.1 and 1.4) and how Christian say this is needed because people sin and are
separated from God, and need to have that separation repaired (sae units on Salvation).
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flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers

[:REAT"]N e explore the requirements of plants for life and growth

(air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow)
and how they vary from plant to plant
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