The work of “Five Talents” in Kenya, supported by St Agnes Church
[bookmark: _GoBack]A group of friends from St Agnes Church are supporting the important work of “Five Talents” in rural Kenya. This charity was founded at the 1998 Lambeth Conference as a practical means of combating poverty. It recognised that in sub-Saharan Africa the church is often the primary, or indeed only, trusted organisation in many marginalised communities which have been neglected by other organisations. Five Talents UK works through the church in rural areas of eastern Africa to enable those who have no access to financial services to set-up and grow small businesses. It provides savings schemes, literacy, numeracy and business training, making use of a modern, hybrid form of savings and credit-based microfinance that relies on local community partners, enterprising members, and an innovative use of technology. Although it is the Anglican Church's microfinance charity, people of all faiths (and none) can join the programmes.
The introduction to the group was made by John and Janet Hartley who have been passionate supporters of Five Talents for many years and have visited several of their projects in Kenya. In particular, in 2016, they helped initiate the scheme in the Diocese of Kericho in the tea growing region of Kenya. John and Janet had a prior link going back to 2004 with the Diocese of Butere in western Kenya and were very keen for Five Talents to have an involvement there. This is where St Agnes comes in! The group have helped to get the charity established in this area. 
Five Talents partners with the Western Community Development Trust (WECODET), a locally registered organisation formed in 2018 by the Anglican Church to tackle poverty in Western Kenya. With its own governance structures, WECODET owns, manages and delivers the programme and covers three Dioceses of western Kenya: Butere, Mumias and Maseno North. This is Five Talents first ever ‘cluster’ of dioceses working together, increasing their outreach capacity, whilst also achieving some economies of scale. 
This programme is particularly important across the three dioceses in western Kenya where the collapse of the sugar industry plunged thousands into poverty, devastating livelihoods and stripping individuals of their dignity to provide for themselves and their families. The programme is uniting members as a community, irrespective of religion, ethnicity or gender, equipping them with the skills, tools and knowledge to develop new livelihoods and have a safe place to save and borrow money. Savings amounts and loan terms are agreed by the members of Savings Groups themselves. This ensures that all members can afford to save and can access loans at a fair interest rate, whilst the group has a healthy guarantee of repayment thanks to the cell group system and the fact that they make their loan decisions very carefully as it is their own savings from which loans are made! 
Understandably, the coronavirus pandemic has been the dominant challenge to the project in Western Kenya this past year. Plans to mobilise and form new Savings Groups were put on hold and replaced with the trainers ensuring Group members and their communities were well informed, prepared and supported in understanding and coping with COVID-19 and measures to prevent its spread. 
In 2018, John, Janet and Viv Thomas were able to represent the St Agnes group at the launch of the programme in Butere. They had a wonderful welcome and it was amazing to see such enthusiasm and excitement. Prior to the launch they visited Kericho to see and hear first-hand so many inspiring examples of how, within a relatively short time, new businesses can be established, existing small businesses expanded, children able to attend school for the first time, and the lives of individuals and families completely transformed. 

If you would like to learn more about the work of Five Talents please visit their website: www.fivetalents.org.uk, or contact John and Janet in St Agnes: j.hartley55@btinternet,com.
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