
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Energy Footprint Tool 
 
 
The Energy Footprint Tool (EFT) was formed in response to the call from General 
Synod in February 2019 to be able to measure the Carbon Footprint of the Church.  
Following this, General Synod a year later committed to the whole Church reaching 
‘Net Zero’ carbon emissions by 2030.  This updated timeline makes the EFT even 
more integral to this work. 
 
The tool lies within the online parish returns system 
(https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/) It has been created to allow 
Churches to see their Carbon Footprint and Energy Efficiency both simply and 
quickly. 
 
We have tried to prepopulate information where possible – if a church has 
submitted a single church return for Statistics for Mission, the relevant October 
count will be used to pre-fill our person-hours viable.  Building sizes should also 
mostly be prepopulated.  For those that don’t have their information 
prepopulated, there is a guide to help with this.  Though it must be stressed that 
for these variables an estimate or best guess would be more than sufficient. 
 
This prepopulating exercise means that, for most churches, all the tool requires 
are their energy usage/energy bills for the year.  This has meant that most 
churches can complete the tool very quickly (around 5-10 minutes). 
 
The EFT is currently open for data collection for 2020 bills and energy usage.  We 
opened the tool in mid-May 2021.  The Church of England will close the tool for 
2020 data collection at the end of August 2021. 
 
It should be noted that using the tool is not compulsory.  However, the more 
churches that do enter their data means a better overall picture of where the 
Church is at with its Carbon Footprint and understand how best we can work to try 
and meet the Net Zero 2030 target. 
 
If you have any queries about how to use the online parish return system, including 
if you don’t have a log in, please contact info@truro.anglican.org or call 01872 
274351. 
 
If you have any queries about how your church might take action to reduce its 
carbon footprint please contact the Diocesan Environment Officer Ben Lillie on 
ben.lillie@truro.anglican.org  
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