
Opening Worship Diocesan Synod 23rd May 2020 

Introduction and opening prayer (Amanda Millie) 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Keep us, God Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
Bible Reading: Isaiah 43.15-21 (Charlotte Irwin) 
  
15I am the Lord, your Holy One, 
Israel’s Creator, your King.” 
16This is what the Lord says— 
he who made a way through the sea, 
a path through the mighty waters,  
17who drew out the chariots and horses,  
the army and reinforcements together,  
and they lay there, never to rise again, 
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:  
18“Forget the former things;  
do not dwell on the past. 
19See, I am doing a new thing!  
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland.  
20The wild animals honour me, 
the jackals and the owls, 
because I provide water in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
21the people I formed for myself 
that they may proclaim my praise. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
 
This time tomorrow (Jules Williams) 
Where will you be this time tomorrow? 



Who will you be with? 
God will be with you in that moment, what difference does that make? 
 
What difference has your faith made during lockdown? Testimonies from parishes (Sally 
Piper) 
 
Prayers ending with the Lord’s Prayer (Matt Parry) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
10,000 reasons (Matt Parry) 
 
Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 

Verse 1 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 

Verse 2 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 



Verse 3 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Ending 

Worship Your holy name 

Lord I'll worship Your holy name 
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