
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Election Address – Dr Mike Todd 

 
 
Dear Elector, 

 

The Church of England is governed by General Synod and its rulings affect us all – those 
who attend an Anglican church regularly but equally important, those whose contact is 
more casual. I believe that it is important that the members of General Synod have 
detailed experience of diocesan, deanery as well as parish life, in order that decisions 
are based on a close connection with grass roots experience, set within an appreciation 
of the wider significance. 

 
In five years’ time I fully expect that the Church of England will be both radically 
different and yet also be a place of familiarity and continuity. This will be a 
considerable challenge for the new General Synod as it deals not only with the necessity 
of routine legislation but also celebrates the significance and simplicity of the gospel 
message and the imperatives it brings. It is a responsibility on all of us to ‘preach the 
gospel afresh in every generation’. 

 
The ever-increasing cost of stipendiary staff is likely to present further difficult 
decisions for General Synod. It must seek to ensure that a proper duty of care and 
support is given towards these staff as their role develops rapidly and presents new 
challenges. It is easy to allow expectations to outrun realistic possibilities. Support for 
the process of change through effective in-service training and education will be an 
increasing demand on budgets. 

 
It is important that we are clear about priorities and how we meet them. General Synod 
has a responsibility to ensure that local initiatives, at diocesan and deanery levels as 
well as in parishes, can be effective, yet still retain the essentials of what it means to 
be the Church of England. Our strength has been, and will remain, in our diversity and 
variety, not seeking to impose a ‘one size fits all’ approach. 

 
It is inevitable that sexuality will feature in future synod debates. The regional 
conversations, of which I was privileged to be a part, have laid some foundations for the 
extremely difficult task that will face the new General Synod. I am clear that my 
position is one of inclusion - all people are made in the image of God and we have to 
trust that he knew what he was doing! It is my conviction that regardless of gender, 
sexual orientation as well as race, social position or any other human characteristic, 
God wants all of us to be part of his church and to be blessed by his love. 

 
The various initiatives seeking to make the church more effective which were started in 
the current Synod will begin to have an important impact in the next few years and 
shaping that agenda will help to shape the church of the future. I also hope that Synod 
will be increasingly prophetic in addressing social issues which face all of us in our daily 
lives. 



 
Overleaf you will find some of my experiences, not only in the diocese of Truro - but in 
many other contexts. I invite you to support my candidacy with my assurance that I have 
a clear track record of seeking to support people across the church spectrum rather than 
focussing on a specific agenda. 



Experience 
 
During the past two decades I have been a member of the Diocesan Board of Finance and 
what is now called the Bishop's Diocesan Council. I have at times chaired the Diocesan 
House of Laity, and also the Diocesan Parsonages Committee, the Board of Patronage, 
the Investment Committee 

 
Since early last year I have also been the acting Chair of the Board of Finance during an 
especially challenging period in the financial health of the diocese. In this time a 
number of significant initiatives, some which had been ongoing for a little while, have 
been resolved and we are embarking on a modernised governance structure that seeks 
to ensure that we meet present day expectations. 

 
We are also now working on how to make better use of deaneries in the operation of the 
diocese, especially at a time when resources mean that more parishes are clustered 
together. There is a growing sense that we are all taking seriously our commitment to 
provide a Christian presence in every community - and that this must flow from the 
discipleship in which we all share. 

 
For many years I was Lay Chair of my deanery and have served several terms as 
churchwarden in Wadebridge. In a long vacancy we sought to establish a strong base on 
which a new parish priest could begin to build a clear sense of mission within the town. 
During this time we created a new Lay Worship Team which continues to contribute to 
the life of the parish. 

 
In 1991, after spending more than 20 years in management in industry, as a complete 
career change Christine and I moved to Wadebridge – I was brought up as a youngster in 
Bodmin – in order to establish Trevanion House, providing holidays for people with a 
learning disability. We retired after 21 years and have handed on the business to the 
management team. 

 
The ecumenical dimension has long been important - from membership and marriage in 
the college chapel at Keele University to Chairmanship of the Milton Keynes Ecumenical 
Christian Council in the 1980’s. This Council had oversight of churches development within 
the new city, most of which were multi-denominational. 

 
I have also been involved in various charities outside the church, helping to found a 
branch of the Abbeyfield Society in North Tyneside, the Cornerstone Young Persons 
Accommodation project in Milton Keynes, as well as being a founder director of MK 
Community Trust, a body set up to create an endowment fund and grant-awarding body 
for the city. 

 
For the past couple of years I have represented the churches on the advisory 
committee for the Wadebridge Neighbourhood Plan, seeking to bring specifically 
Christian perspectives to the challenges of guiding a small town growing rapidly in 
population. 

 
It has always been important to me to study and read about theology and 
contemporary issues as well as to contribute to current thinking. In 2012, I was 
awarded a PhD by the University of Winchester for my thesis on the theology of 
marriage. 

 
For relaxation, we enjoy the narrowboat we own and the opportunity it gives to travel 
the canals and rivers of our country. Sundays when on board give us chances to sample 
worship in varied forms wherever we find ourselves. Contacts through daily 



conversations with people of all backgrounds are made. 
 
If you wish to ask me about any matter regarding this election please do contact me. My 
email is mike@mjcmtodd.plus.com and I will reply to you as quickly as possible. 
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