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8-11õs  

All activities and ideas complied from www.scriptureunion.org.uk/lightlive  

Bible story with Wanted Posters 
Acts 13:1ð3; 15:1ð35  

You will need:  

¶ Bible version that is appropriate to age of group. 

¶ Bible Timeline available from Scripture Union.  

¶ A Wanted poster for each child  

¶ Coloured pencils/felt tips and pens  

¶ This information available to the leader to be shared  with children for their 

posters. 

- Name: Barnabas; Lived: in Antioch (Acts 13:1); Job: prophet and teacher (13:1); 

Spread the good news by: travelling around speaking to people (15:3), and 

relying on the Holy Spirit and prayer (13:2).  

 

- Name: Paul; Lived: in Antioch (Acts 13:1); Job: prophet and teacher (13:1); 

Spread the good news by: t ravelling around speaking to people, writing letters 

to encourage them (15:3).  

 

- Names: Simeon, Lucius and Manaen; Lived: in Antioch (Acts 13:1), Jobs: 

unknown; Spread the good news by: praying for and supporting others (13:3).  

 

 

- Name: Peter; Lived: in Jerusalem (15:4);  Job: a church elder and a special 

friend of Jesus (15:6); Spread the good news by: preaching and teaching to 

everybody (15:7).  

 

 

- Name: James; Lived: in Jerusalem (15:4); Job: a church elder and a special 

friend of Jesus (15:6); Spread the good news by: knowing Godõs Word (the 

Bible) and thinking carefully about it (15:15 ð19).  

 

Names: Judas Barsabbas and Silas; Lived: in Jerusalem (15:22); Jobs: prophets 

(15:32); Spread the good news by: offering courage and strength to others 

(15:33).  

1 Bible Timeline   
 
Say that despite the fact that he can do anything, God chooses to use people to spread his 
good news. Ask the children to think about that for a minute and to name some of the 
people that God has used to share his good news with them. Look t hrough the Bible 
Timeline  and see if they can identify people who were chosen to spread Godõs good news.  

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/lightlive
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2 Read the Bible passages 
 
3 Wanted posters 
 

-  Encourage each child to complete one ôWantedõ poster by using the leaders 
information.  

-  
- Remind the children that Godõs plan is for the whole world to know about Jesus 

and what he has done for us. God has chosen people to spread that news. In 
todayõs story we hear about how the first Christians, who were Jewish, realised 
that Godõs love was for everyone, not just the Jews. Give the children the 
details of their ôwantedõ person from the list below, so that they can complete 
their ôWantedõ posters.  
 

4 Chat  
 
Once the children have completed a ôWantedõ poster, get them to tell you about 
their ôwantedõ people. Encourage them to talk about the different skills and gifts 
that each of them used to share Godõs good news. For example: they listened to 
God for his special messages, talked to people and were friendly. They prayed and 
supported others, became familiar with Godõs Word and made intelligent decisions 
about the actions God wanted them to take in a particular situation. They 
encouraged others, by getting involved in different communities, and by writing 
letters. God knew that one person couldnõt do all of these things, but used the 
gifts and skills each of them had to share his good news.  
 
5 Complete posters  
 
Ask the children to think about what gifts and talents they have that God might 
want to use to spread his good news. Be encouraging ð they can all do something! 
Remind those who are shy that some of the Bible characters had the important role 
of praying for the others who did the talking! Encourage them to complete the 
other ôWantedõ poster using their own ideas. Get them to decorate their poster so 
that they can put it up on their wall, or pin it to their notice board, to remind 
them that they are part of Godõs plan to share the good news.  
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Prayer  Activity  Using Acts 13:1-3 Acts 15:1-35  

1 Say that everyone has a part to play in Godõs plan for spreading the good news. You 
donõt have to be loud and clever with words. Encourage the children to discuss, in pairs, 
what gifts and skills they think that God has given them, as well as think of ideas of how 
they could use them to show people th at God loves them. For example, if theyõre good at 
being friendly, they might talk to the person in class that everyone ignores.  
 
2 Encourage the children to pray for each other and, if appropriate, to lay hands on each 
other (just like the Christians at A ntioch did) and ask God to give them the right things to 
say and do to spread his good news. 
 
 
Memory verse ôThey announced the Good Newsõ Acts 14:7 (NCV) 
You will need:  

¶ The words for the verse written out on separate sheets of A4 and hidden around 

the room. 

Choose a child or children to follow a set of instructions like a treasure hunt, which will 
lead to the words of this verse hidden around your venue. When all Seven words have been 
found, the whole group can arrange them into the memory verse. Explai n that Paul was 
obedient to God and announced the Good News where ever he went.  
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Good news, bad news  Using Luke 2:1ð20  

You will need:  

¶ A Good News, Bad News sheet for each child. 

¶ Pens/Felt tips/pencils.  

¶ A copy of the, Iõve got news for you, sheet for every child. 

¶ Bibles 

1 Invite the children to turn to the Good News, Bad News sheet and challenge them to 
separate the good news from the bad news.  
 
2 Discuss how some of the news might be good for some people and bad for others. For 
instance, heavy rain might be good for filling the reservoirs, but not so good for the 
Queenõs garden party! 

3. Read the story together.  
 
4 Remind the children that Godõs news is good news for everyone, all the time. 

5 In pairs ask the children to discuss the sort of news that is generally found in  
newspapers and on the television. Ask them to decide whether the balance of bad news/ 
good news is equal.  Give them a few minutes and ask for feedback .  Say that the world  is 
full of good news, as ordinary people do good things for others, just as God asks, but  
sometimes that is forgotten.  
 
6. Ask the children to fill in the Iõve got news for you sheet with good news they would 
like  to share with their friends.  
 
7. Challenge the group to share this good news, and also the good news that the angels 
brought, with their friends and family throughout the week  
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Good news angels Using Luke 2:1ð20  
 

You will need:  

¶ Newspapers 

¶ Pencils 

¶ Thick pens 

¶ Scissors 

1 Cut sheets of newspaper into three strips and give one strip to each child.  
 
2 Help the children to make ôgood news angelsõ by folding the two ends of their strip 
neatly together, then folding the paper in half, two more times. Invite them to draw an 
angel on the front of the folded sheet of paper, making sure that the arms go right over 
the edges. See below. 
Help the children to cut along the drawn lines, through all the sheets of paper, and unfold 
a row of eight angels. See instruction sheet.  
 
3 Encourage them to write  one letter from ôGood newsõ on each angel. 
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Bible with  Newspaper report.  Using Luke 2:8ð20  
 

You will need:  

¶ Bible Timeline from Scripture Union or Shelley Porter.  

¶ Bibles 

¶ Flip chart paper and pens  

 

 

2 Bible Timeline  

Ask the children to find a partner and look at the Bible Timeline . Challenge them 

to see how many times they can find where people received good news (for 

instance, when Abraham was told he was going to have a baby, when Daniel wasnõt 

eaten by the lions). See which pair can come up with the most ideas in two 

minutes. Ask the children how they think people might have celebrated on these 

occasions. 

 

3 Read the Bible 

If the children have Bibles, help them to find Luke 2:8 ð20. Invite the children to do 

a ôdramatic readingõ with a narrator, a group of shepherds and a group of angels. 

Alternatively, read the passage to them with as much drama as possible. Ask them 

to identify when the words ôgood newsõ, ôChristõ, ôangelsõ and ôSaviourõ appeared. 

Ask them what the good news was. 

 

4 Reporting 

Divide the children into groups of 3 -4. Give each group some Flip chart paper pens 

etc and explain that they need to create a newspaper report with pictures of the 

visit of the angels to the shepherds. Talk togethe r about what t heir headlines 

might  be, trying to make it as catchy as possible while still conveying the message.  

 

Challenge the children to complete the ir page. Encourage them to use the Bible as 

a reference for their newspaper article and not just what they think they  know, 

thinking about the following as they design their article.  

 

- How the shepherds might have felt when they saw the angel.  

 

-Put ting  the angelõs message in their own words here and then perhaps adding the 

angel choirõs song. 

 

-Challenge them to imagine that they are interviewers talking to the shepherds. 

Help them to use the Bible verses to find the shepherdsõ words. What questions 

would they have asked the shepherds? 

 

-How were Mary and Joseph feeling (by reading verses 17ð19)  

-Encourage the children to think about how they want to sum up this amazing 

event at the end of their article.  
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5 Chat 

Ask the children why they think a s aviour is ôgood newsõ?  

Why is it good news for the whole world?  

 Look back to the Bible Timeline  and see that the pict ure of Jesus being born is the 

first picture on the third strip.  

 

Ask the children what changed afte r Jesus came?  

Why do they think the angels were excited about Jesus being born. Why did they 
tell the shepherds? Who did the shepherds tell? 
 
Challenge the children about whether they celebrate Jesus being born (rather than 
just having presents and lots of food!), and whether they share the good news with 
other people. Encourage them to think quietly about who they could t ell the good 
news to, and jot the name down on a post it note. Tell them to put the post it 
away safely in their pocket or bible.  
 
6 Response 
Invite the children to read out their ôsumming upõ paragraphs from their newspaper 
article as words of praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


